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The Aeromodelling Link for Dorset into Wiltshire, Hampshire, Somerset and 

Devon 

 
A retrospective look at 2011 and forward glance to 2012 

 

From James Parry and Chris Hague 

 

2011, apart from the weather, has been a great year for the league events.  The number of pilots 

participating have increased in all of the events, even mini speed. One new venue, at the 

Marlborough Club, was added to the programme. 

 

600RES 

 

The 600RES is a 5 meeting competition with the best 4 scores to count, additionally we also run a 

monthly invitation monthly postal electric thermal competition using the same models. So you get 

two competitions for the price of one model. Thatôs good value! The times can be made at your 

home site and emailed / phoned through to Chris for recording. 

 

One of the biggest steps forward with the models was the availability of the 660 J Perkins motor 

which has proved most successful and raised spirits no end.  A new method of running the comp was 

introduced by Chris, a formula has been arrived at whereby no matter how many contestants turn up 

on a given day rounds can be run that means you never fly against the same person twice, unless 

there is a fly off due to a tie.  This saves time and means each competitor knows when they are due 

to fly. With the consequence of smooth running things do appear to be professional.  Flying 

standards have improved and there is the situation now where at each comp there is any number who 

can win with no two or three individuals dominating. This will be even more apparent in 2012. 

 

New models have been built to ODôs with John Taylor, Jeff Fellowes, Malcolm McKendrick, Denis 

Grocott and Ian Pratt being in the forefront.  Some really innovative designs have been produced.  

Also of interest is Mark Annadale who is mastering the adapting of readily available foam models 

and whilst lacking in success at the beginning of the year is now reaching the stage of having 

competitive models. 

 

I (JP) bought a Chinese electric glider which will do the job although it requires a few alterations to 

the front so as to install the motor, but other than that it is a good flyer, unless like me you prang it, 

still all back together again. There is no doubt that Peter Kesselôs model Apollo remains the best all 

rounder with this design dominating in numbers. The rules have remained unchanged which gives 

consistency in any competition.  As well as the league there also runs a monthly competition which 

is flown from a home site. 

 

What will be new for 2012? Well not a lot apart from there being possibly more competitors judging 

by those making models and indicating a keen interest and hopefully even more competitors next 

year. We now have set aside, after 2011 and previous years, a couple of fall back dates for when 

weather stops play, hopefully these wonôt be required. 2012 will see this league event coming of age 
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with competitions being of the highest flying standard but element of anyone can win.  The rivalry 

being light hearted and good natured and offering a fantastic opportunity to fly at different club sites 

and meet other flyers, remember we fit in with any club flying going on at the same time. 

 

   
Peter Kessel ready for the biz                                       Rick Farrerôs model  

 

   
 

    
Chris Hagueôs version of an Apollo     Ian Pratt after a good flight 



3 

 

   
              Rick Farrerôs Swift    Mark Annadale looking pleased 

 

   
Malcolmôs novel pusher design 

    
Jeff Fellowesôs pusher design, very competitive 

 

There were 17 entrants in the 600RES which was won by Chris Hague, second Rick Farrer and third 

Tom Airey. 

 

The 600RES monthly invitation had 12 entrants and Chris Hague was the narrowest winner from 

Tom Airey followed by Ian Pratt in third place. 
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Tomboy 

 

Numbers are gradually increasing although there are far more models and potential competitors 

around then actually shown by the results, this will change in 2012 with more models being 

promised.  Itôs interesting that some of the Tomboy competitors are attracted to 600 and vice versa. 

For the first time a dual event was run at Marlborough Club, Tomboys being flown in the morning 

and 600 gliders in the afternoon. This worked well, but meant a hectic day for ace organiser Chris. 

Itôs really good to see the young Tomboy pilot James Collis improving and giving the older hands a 

run for their money, quick reactions, can actually see the model and yes run to collect it. 

 

In 2012 there will possibly be a new venue as arranged by Peter Rose at a site just North East of 

Salisbury details will be forthcoming. The MP jet dominates the 36 class although the Mills 75ôs 

give a good account but the ability to buy a new MP Jet for a reasonable price is an attractive 

proposition.  With the Tomboy 48 new engines are becoming more difficult to find, with the demise 

of David Boddingtonôs CS 1.3ôs there is only left Peter Roseôs Indian Mills 1.3ôs and I believe these 

are now at risk.  Still there are plenty available second-hand. Again there are no rule changes and 

same successful format will run again in 2012. 

 

   
Getting ready at Marlborough site                           Bill Longley and his T48 

 

   
Derek Collin fuelling model then launching but deciding a minute later to fly someone elseôs 
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  Derek back a few hours later           Barry Collis about to launch for James 

 

Tomboy 36 there were 14 entrants and was won by Tom Airey followed by Peter Rose then James 

Collis 

 

Tomboy Senior 48 there was 10 entrants and won by Tom Airey closely followed by Chris Hague 

and Derek Collin. 

 

Mini Speed 

 

A simple formula but hard work and much thought to get that tiny bit extra speed.  Ken Taylor and 

Dick James reigned supreme with Ken being the eventual king of speed for 2011.  However others 

are gradually catching them by slight changes to airframe, lines and perhaps the most difficult 

propeller.  There seems to be shortage of the type of prop youôd like to try and use.  Experimenting is 

the name of the game.  New airframes are under construction for 2012 with that promise of more 

speed. Overall performances are improving and competitors making slow but steady gains whilst 

learning a lot on the way and of course the pleasure when you knock half a second off of your times 

absolutely brilliant. 

   
 

There were 12 entrants with the winner being Ken Taylor followed by Dick James then Chris Hague 

 

Tasuma Power Duration 

 

Bill is developing the competition but the hiccup in 2011 being brought about by the competition 

going National with rounds being flown at the FF Nats and elsewhere.  There are six classes so there 


